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My name is Tram Hoang. I’m a homeowner in Minneapolis and the Director of Policy & Research at the 
Housing Justice Center, a housing policy advocacy and legal non-profit. Our organization is one of over 
50 organizations across labor, faith groups, community developers, social service providers and 
neighborhood groups who worked to engage tens of thousands of voters in Minneapolis with the Home 
to Stay Coalition and in St. Paul with the Housing Equity Now St. Paul coalition. 
 
We are opposed to senate file 3414 because conversations about how cities can address the housing 
crisis can’t only be happening at the capitol - they must also happen in the communities in which people 
are experiencing the housing instability, with the people who see its impacts and have a deep 
understanding of what their neighbors need. We must not take away the ability of cities to be 
responsive to the needs of residents. The state should allow for localities to act as their electorate 
choose.  
 
Many of the real estate industry representatives are telling doomsday stories of disinvestment and the 
end of all supply, but we know better. Real estate is complex, and from changes in zoning to interest 
rates, we know there are dozens of factors that influence investor decision-making. One simple policy, 
especially one that is already in use in over 180 cities across the country, won’t change that. There are 
much larger forces at play - a labor shortage, rising interest rates, a supply chain crisis, and global 
economic shifts - we would be naive to think that of all the things happening in this country and world, a 
city ordinance is to blame for shifting markets. 
 
Our housing crisis is the result of many issues, and there is no silver bullet to solving it. Now is the time 
where we need as many tools as possible - taking one away is not only harmful to our democracy but 
also hurts our ability to ensure that every Minnesotan has a home. 
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