
To Whom it may concern, 
 

My name is Jenna Anderson, I was born and raised in Pequot Lakes, and love that I 

returned to live there with my husband and four teenage children, 16,15,14, and 13, two boys 

and two girls. I am writing this letter in full support of Senator Carrie Ruud’s file 96, Save 

Women’s Sports bill being presented.  

Growing up in Pequot Lakes, which was a much smaller community than it has grown 

into, we had the usual sports for girls to participate in. My family was a hockey family and in the 

early nineties an opportunity to play girls only hockey in our area was non-existent. I could play 

with the boys, sure, which I did for a few seasons, but in order to compete- I had to be 

exceptional. As a 7-year-old, I could compete but by the time I was 10, I couldn’t. In a few short 

years- a great group of girls organized the first ever girl’s hockey team in Pequot Lakes and in 

an instant, I became a part of it. Those years are some of my most memorable of my adolescent 

years. Many of those teammates have gone on to do amazing things as women. I believe it was 

because girls were granted the ability to not be discriminated against that we were allowed to be 

a team, we were given an opportunity to play, to have failure, success and most of all learn life’s 

lessons through sports. I went on to be a three-sport high school athlete and continued my 

sports career in college. To say I was blessed would be an understatement, being a part of 

those teams, connecting with those coaches shaped who I have become, how I raise my 

children, how I preform in my career, and how I coach young athletes. Competing against other 

girls leveled the playing field.  

As an adult I spend my free time coaching high school girls’ sports, Volleyball and 

Softball. I cannot express what it would mean to these sports and current athletes if they had to 

compete against someone that was born of the opposite sex. I don’t need to get into the 

schematics of the physical and biological makeup of boys versus girls, what I want to focus on 

here is taking away an opportunity for a girl to make a team or not make a team, to receive a 

scholarship or not receive a scholarship. During my season with my athletes, my goal is not to 

win all the games, to make it to the state tournament, but to do the little things that can be 

controlled by them to make them better. We focus on being a good teammate, making the little 

choices to be better, but we also focus on what happens outside of the gym. At the end of the 

day, I want my athletes to be successful, to be good human beings, and to contribute positivity 

to their worlds. That is the reason why I choose to coach young women. They have so much to 

give to the world. By allowing naturally born males that are making a choice to adjust their 

genetic makeup, you would be taking away all the advances women have made for future 

generations like today to compete, to play, to earn, to grow, and to lead. 

Being a mother of two girls, I watch them both participate in volleyball, basketball, track 

and field, and hockey. I am the wearing the school colors, organizing post game meals, and 

wiping away tears when the game just didn’t go the way they wanted type of mom. I know my 

daughters, they are inclusive, they are supportive, and they are open minded. We talk about 

equality, we speak about fairness, and we discuss when things just don’t go their way 

sometimes. The biggest conversation we have about sports is about the life lessons, working 

hard, having confidence, and being coachable. Sports provide so much for my girls and I know 

that if they had to compete against a male they would not participate. They know that the 

physicality between genders no matter how hard they work would never compare.  



I would ask that this bill submitted by Senator Carrie Ruud get supported by all because 

by not doing so would be detrimental to the future women leaders of Minnesota that learn how 

to become leaders through athletics.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

Jenna M. Anderson 

 
Jenna Anderson 
Mother, Coach, Athlete  
 


