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Senator Roger Chamberlain 

Chairman 

Education Committee 

Minnesota State Senate 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Dear Chairman Chamberlain:  

I am writing to express my concerns over the book “Something Happened in Our Town: A Child’s Story 

About Racial Injustice” 

Over the last 14yrs as a Police Officer, I have seen first-hand how law enforcement relationships with 

the communities we serve have been strained. As a person of color, it is disheartening, yet 

understandable, to see the tension mount specifically within our minority communities.  

Having grown up just 3 miles away from where George Floyd died, I am not naive to the fact we as law 

enforcement have barriers that need to be addressed. I also am aware that with what was presented in 

the book may be a reality for certain people in our communities, regardless of it being valid or not. I, 

along with the majority of officers in this state work very hard on a daily basis to correct that narrative 

and hopefully help remove those barriers.  

Having this book be part of the curriculum taught to 9yr olds without any dialogue or discussion with the 

teacher makes it hard to remove those barriers for us who wear the uniform every day. Simply put, I do 

not feel this book is appropriate for 4th graders without any guidance. The thought of having a young 

child of a different race be afraid to come to an officer for help in a domestic situation or because they 

were just assaulted, because of what they learned from this book is disturbing. This book undercuts the 

work officers do on a daily basis to improve relations with the communities we have the honor of 

serving.  

We are in a unique position in our history where we can engage in meaningful public safety reform. 

Reform that is long overdue and welcomed by many officers just like me. Let’s have those 

uncomfortable and hard conversations that allow us to get to a common goal, but I respectfully request 

that reform be based on facts where we do not teach demonizing police as a whole to generations to 

come.  

Sincerely,  

Jai Hanson  

cc: Members of the Education Committee 

 


