
February 24, 2021

Senator Roger C. Chamberlain
Ed Finance and Policy, Chair
95 University Avenue W.
Minnesota Senate Bldg., Room 3225
St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Support for SF 446

Chair Chamberlain and Members of the committee,

Thank you for your work to uphold the values of our state. My name is Daisy

Hernandez-Barguiarena; I am a student at Gustavus Adolphus College, an organizer with Unidos

Minnesota, and a member of the Ethnic Studies Coalition. I am writing to you in support of SF

446.  As a person who has spent her entire life studying in the state of Minnesota, it is

astonishing to say that it was not until I attended PSEO courses in my hometown of Austin that I

was able to receive a holistic account of what our history really is. I took a class with a professor

whose texts of choice introduced me to a version of the United States that I had never truly

heard of before. A version that admitted to our wrongs of the past and posed how we could

move forward. A version that gave validation to my lived-experience as a Latina woman and

first-generation college student.

While my time has passed, I am here on behalf of my younger brother, my nieces, nephews, and

others who will be the backbone of our nation sooner than we realize. I love our country, but to

achieve what President Biden encourages us to work for- a more perfect union,it is necessary

for our future generations to receive competent and truthful historical accounts. Ethnic studies,

as described in HF 446, is the way to do this. As the bill mentions, we need access to ethnic

studies curriculum that uses culturally responsive methodologies and “Learning environments

that validate, affirm, embrace, and integrate cultural and community strengths for all students,

families, and employees.”

A recent study by the Stanford Graduate School of Education showed that ethnic studies

courses increased attendance and academic performance. As a state with one of the worst1

education achievement gaps in the nation, it is time to act. School Districts must have strategic2

2 Shockman, E. (n.d.). Report ranks MINNESOTA among worst ACHIEVEMENT-GAP states. Retrieved February 24, 2021, from
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/10/14/mn-among-worst-achievementgap-states

1 Dee, T., & Penner, E. (2017). The Causal Effects of Cultural Relevance: Evidence from an Ethnic Studies Curriculum. American Educational Research Journal, 54(1),

127-166.



plans to provide all students with access to competent ethnic studies that will, in turn, diminish

the achievement gap. In addition, the implementation of ethnic studies will encourage more

BIPOC folks to become teachers so that the racial and ethnic diversity of educators more closely

aligns with our diverse student population.

I urge the committee to see the value of this bill as a means, to be honest with ourselves, and as

a way to begin to close the achievement gaps in our state.

Sincerely,

Daisy Hernandez- Barguiarena

Poder Fellow

Unidos MN


