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Chair Chamberlain and Members of the Education Finance and Policy Committee, 
 

On behalf of the PACER Center and the Coalition for Children with Disabilities, we wish 
to thank you for your resolute support for all children and their education in Minnesota. I am 
writing to share this Coalition’s priorities related to the Governor’s policy bill, Senate File 877, 
and the Governor’s budget bill, Senate File 960.  

 
In the Governor’s policy bill, we support the language on nonexclusionary disciplinary 

practices. No one benefits from children’s exclusion from school. In the Governor’s budget bill, 
we also appreciate the proposal to pay down some of the special education cross-subsidy, the 
funding for multi-tiered systems of support that includes access to mental health services, and 
funding for nonexclusionary disciplinary practices.  

 
However, greater emphasis is necessary to support children with disabilities. During the 

pandemic, children with disabilities and their families have faced unprecedented educational, 
social and mental health challenges. We look forward to working with each of you to advocate 
for adequate funding and support for special education and to secure investments in mental 
health resources for all students. These investments secure Minnesota’s future in maintaining a 
well-educated and skilled workforce. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to share our perspective on the Governor’s education 

budget and policy bills. Please contact Sarah Clarke at sclarke@hyldenlaw.com or 952-201-4654 
with any questions. Thank you! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Paula Goldberg 
Executive Director, PACER Center  
Member of the Coalition for Children with Disabilities 


