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Details
The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that voting is a fundamental citizen right that
must be guaranteed.
There is no evidence that the self-certification process does not sufficiently protect the integrity of
election outcomes. Voter ID and provisional ballots burden the right to vote with no benefit to election
integrity.


Voter ID only prevents in-person voter impersonation. Minnesota has no voter impersonation.
Even the conservative Heritage Foundation, which has put significant resources toward
researching voter fraud and election irregularities in every state, cannot find evidence of voter
impersonation in Minnesota.1



Voter ID deters eligible voters from voting. A 2014 Government Accountability Office study
estimated that 516% of eligible voters do not have an ID, and found that voter ID reduced
turnout in Kansas and Texas by approximately 23%.2



A voter ID and provisional ballot system takes additional time to implement at polling places,
causing significant delays and long lines at polling places. This delay can deter turnout for lowincome voters and people of color, who are less likely to have flexible employment and child care
options that allow them to wait. One study estimated that long lines deterred at least 730,000
Americans from voting in 2012.3



A voter ID and provisional ballot system takes additional staffing and funding to implement
unavailable to most counties. Olmsted County Elections Administrator Pam Fuller estimated that
based on the 2016 election, provisional balloting would create an additional 882 hours of work for
elections staff and cost Olmsted County at least $44,000.4
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Voter ID and provisional ballots impact people of color, people under 30, people with disabilities,
and elders at a disproportionate rate. It acts as a poll tax.



o

The 2012 Cooperative Congressional Election Study found that .374% of voters in the United
States experienced a problem voting that required casting a provisional ballot. But that
percentage more than triples to 1.27% for people under 30, more than doubles to .84% for
black voters, and more than doubles to .9% for Hispanic voters.5 Another study found that 16
states had statistically significant correlations between county rates of provisional ballots cast
and rates of minority races, ethnicities, or languages.6

o

Approximately 11% of eligible voters do not have a current ID, and the percentage is even
greater for voters who are low-income, elderly, persons of color, persons under 30, and
persons with a disability.7,8

o

Another study found that nearly 13% of voters agreed that their lack of state-approved ID was
a reason that they did not cast a vote in an election.9 Yet another study found that over 11% of
eligible voters were deterred from voting due to Wisconsin’s voter ID law.10

o

Even if voter IDs are provided for free by the state, there are logistical costs to acquired that
identification and supporting documentation: taking time off work, finding child care,
arranging transportation, etc. For working families, the elderly, and voters with disabilities,
these logistical costs can be prohibitive barriers. Some voters may even need to physically
travel to their birth states and pay hundreds of dollars to obtain the required documentation.
Voters would be required to return to a county auditor’s office within 7 days with necessary
proof of ID or residence, which would also be a prohibitive barrier.

Election administrators are already required to forward abnormalities to law enforcement or
county attorneys for investigation. County attorneys are required to prosecute if they believe there
is probable cause for a crime.


Voter ID not required in states like Nebraska and Wyoming. Most states require provision ballots
only because they are required to by the National Voter Registration Act. Minnesota is exempt
from that Act because we have same day registration.
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