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SPACE SPACE

State Fiscal Impact Yes No

Expenditures YES
X

Fee/Departmental
Earnings

NO
X

Tax Revenue NO
X

Information Technology NO
X

-

Local Fiscal Impact YES
X

This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions shown in the parentheses.

State Cost (Savings) Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021

SpaceGeneral Fund - 15,000 - - -
Total - 15,000 - - -

Biennial Total 15,000 -
-

Full Time Equivalent Positions (FTE) Biennium Biennium
Space FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -

Total - - - - -

Executive Budget Officer's Comment
I have reviewed this fiscal note for reasonableness of content and consistency with MMB's Fiscal Note policies.
EBO Signature:Laura Logsdon----Date: 2/21/2017 9:03:49 AM
Phone: 651 201-8020 ----Email:laura.logsdon@state.mn.us



State Cost (Savings) Calculation Details
This table shows direct impact to state government only. Local government impact, if any, is discussed in the narrative.
Reductions are shown in parentheses.
*Transfers In/Out and Absorbed Costs are only displayed when reported.

State Cost (Savings) = 1-2 Biennium Biennium
Dollars in Thousands FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021

SpaceGeneral Fund - 15,000 - - -

Total - 15,000 - - -
Biennial Total 15,000 -

1 - Expenditures, Absorbed Costs*, Transfers Out*
SpaceGeneral Fund - 15,000 - - -

Total - 15,000 - - -
Biennial Total 15,000 -

2 - Revenues, Transfers In* Space Space Space Space Space
SpaceGeneral Fund - - - - -

Total - - - - -
Biennial Total - -

Bill Description

 
This bill establishes a voting equipment grant process for up to $15 million for counties or municipalities to purchase or
lease electronic roster systems that comply with Minnesota Statutes, section 201.225, subd. 2. The grant is only for
purchase or lease (or reimbursement for a past purchase) of electronic roster systems, not for maintenance or repair. The
grant is to be issued on a one-for-one match basis, and priority is to be given to purchase or lease of new systems over
reimbursement of already-purchased systems. The purchases or leases are voluntary on the part of local governments.
The funds, while appropriated in FY 18, are available until expended.
The county or municipality must apply to the secretary of state for the matching funds, and the application must include, at
a minimum:
a. The expected total cost of the equipment;
b. The sources of funding to be used by the county or municipality for the local match portion of the purchase or lease
cost; and
c. The county or municipality’s plan to address maintenance, repair, and replacement costs for the electronic roster system
purchased under this grant.

Each January 15, commencing in 2018, the secretary of state must report to the appropriate committees of the legislature
the grants awarded in the previous year including the jurisdiction, the amount awarded, and the specific equipment
purchased.

 

There will also be administrative costs to receive and review the grant applications, to approve those applications that
comply with this bill and the law, to issue the grants, to track grant disbursements, and report to the legislature.

Assumptions

   
Information from two counties that have already purchased electronic roster systems (Crow Wing and Hennepin) indicates
that the cost of these systems varies from $1,300 to $1,500 per unit, including software, with additional software costs per
county of up to $5,000.

 

There are 4,080 precincts in the state of Minnesota. Full coverage for electronic roster systems is at least two systems per



precinct, with a substantial number of precincts needing four to five systems per precinct. It will also be critical to have
spare systems for use as backups or for use at absentee voting locations.

 

If there is full participation by local government, $15 million provided by the state, in addition to $15 million in matching
funds from local government, will purchase almost 20,000 electronic roster systems.
 
There are 4120 precincts in Minnesota as of the 2016 election. There could be almost five systems purchased per
precinct. Not all precincts will need or use that many. Many will use fewer. Some will use more, and some systems will be
used for in-person absentee ballots or as back-ups. This grant and match is enough to provide an ample number of
systems at all polling places in the state.
 
We have no information on the cost of leasing the unit and software at this time, but leasing generally is comparable to
purchase in terms of costs.

Expenditure and/or Revenue Formula

   
Revenues
 
There are no state revenues in this biennium or the next as a result of this bill.
 
Expenditures
 
The state will pay for one-half of the expenses incurred to purchase or lease an electronic roster system for all locations in
the state, up to the entire amount of the $15 million grant appropriation made by this bill.

 

$15 million in state appropriations, plus $15 million in matching local funds = $30 milliion

 

This will purchase both systems and an estimated $435,000 in central software costs (87 counties x $5000/per county).

 

There will be a total of state and local match funds of $29,565,000 for systems. At an estimated $1,500 for each system
including hardware and software, $29,565,000 will purchase, pay for reimbursement or provide some combination of
purchase and reimbursement for, 19,710 systems.
 
Total State costs                                                                                               $ 15,000,000 (FY 18)

Long-Term Fiscal Considerations

 
This is a one-time grant program. While there is no deadline for the use of the money, it is reasonable to expect that most
of the grants would be made during the FY 18-19 biennium, and that few would be made thereafter. There are no
revenues associated with the bill.

Local Fiscal Impact

 

Local governments are to pay 50 percent of the costs of acquiring or leasing the electronic roster system from their own
funding sources. If there is full participation, the estimated cumulative local impact of purchase will be approximately  $15



million, matching the state commitment calculated above. Local government is responsible for the maintenance, repair,
and replacement of these systems. There will also be costs incurred in making and administering the purchasing or leasing
of the systems.  
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