
gtcuw.org 

--more-- 

Greater Twin Cities 
United Way 

404 South Eighth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55404-1084 
(612) 340-7400 
  

 
March 10, 2017 
 

To the Members of the State Government Finance and Policy and Elections Committee 
 
On behalf of Greater Twin Cities United Way and United Ways of Minnesota, we are writing to strongly 
encourage you to support a key tax policy focused on families and individuals working their way toward financial 
stability and prosperity: the Tax Time Savings Bill. 
 
This policy supports working people to better make ends meet and reach their savings goals by expanding access 
to free tax preparation services. At Greater Twin Cities United Way, our work focuses on building pathways out 
of poverty in our community, and income-eligible tax credits and free tax preparation services are a crucial 
element of a pathway to a better tomorrow. As a funder of free tax preparation services and a lead partner on 
the statewide Claim it! campaign to raise awareness of the Earned Income Tax Credit, we support passage of this 
critical bill: 
 
Tax Time Savings Bill: This bill, SF816/HF1070, promotes saving at tax time by supporting free tax preparation 
services around the state through Tax Care for the Elderly (TCE) and Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
sites.  The ability to accumulate savings is critical for family financial stability because $1,000 in the bank can 
prevent a small financial setback from becoming a long-term financial crisis.  However, about a third of 
Americans report having no savings, and only about half say they could cover a $500 emergency expense.   
 
Tax time presents a unique savings opportunity for some families because many lower-income workers receive a 
significant tax refund. However, the IRS recently estimated that 21% of eligible American workers don’t claim 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, primarily because they aren’t aware they are eligible. VITA and TCE sites are 
critical community based and volunteer driven centers where lower-income taxpayers can get their taxes 
completed accurately, and make sure they are claiming all of the tax credits they earned.  The Tax Time Savings 
bill has bipartisan support in both the House and the Senate, and funding this bill would help families across the 
state meet their savings goals and build a stronger economic future. 

 
On behalf of United Ways of Minnesota and Greater Twin Cities United Way, we urge you to support enacting 
the Tax Time Savings Bill. This is a powerful tax-time tool that gives low- and moderate-income individuals and 
families critical resources on their pathway out of poverty.   
 
Thank you for your consideration.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Frank Forsberg 
Senior Vice President, Systems Change and Innovation 
Greater Twin Cities United Way 

Doris Pagelkopf 
Executive Director 

United Ways of Minnesota 
 

 


