
 

 Teachers Desire Tools & Training 

 
All of the 16 children I work with that attend public schools, have horrendous stories of our system failing to 

recognize and provide intervention that works. In our public school system, teachers are told not to make 

these type of a referrals or have conversations with parents because the district might be held responsible to 

pay for the one-on-one instruction the students need.   Parents depend on teachers to help guide them, but 

aren’t hearing the teachers concerns.   I could go on for days about the results of missing early diagnosis and 

intervention. The SADDEST thing is the middle school students I work with.  No one has taken the time to 

figure out where instruction is falling apart, nor do they realize the emotional and behavior impact it is having.  

I’ve worked w/ families from 10 school districts and the stories are all the same regardless of district.  This isn’t 

a district issue.  It’s a systemic problem that stretches across our state and across our nation. 

~ Teacher, Duluth, MN Legislative District 03 

 

I am an intervention teacher and work in the lowest literacy blocks of grades 1 and 2.  I recently paid for 

dyslexia training at my own expense. My eyes have been opened as to why so many of my children were 

having difficulties all these years & why nothing was working.  What haunts me is the children of 7 and 8 years 

ago that I failed as a teacher. I know now they were likely struggling with dyslexia. As an interventionist, I did 

not have the training in recognizing it, nor did I have training in remediating it.  These children were not 

responding to interventions.  I fear for where they are now because I know that when children do not have 

adequate literacy skills things fall apart by the time they hit middle and high school which increases their 

likeliness to drop out. 

~ Teacher, Mahtomedi, MN Legislative District 43 

     

I started tutoring students as a requirement for one of my graduate classes.  One particular student has all of 

the red flags for dyslexia. The problem is that even though he is very smart he can't spell his own name and 

doesn’t understand letter sounds. On top of that, his mother does not speak English.  I'm afraid that this child 

will have significant struggles in pursuing an education.  I do not have the training to give this child what he 

needs and given the family socio-economic level and language barriers I have no resources to offer them. The 

odds are severely stacked against this child.    

~ Teacher pursuing graduate degree, St Paul, MN Legislative district 64 

 
 

Part of my job is to participate as a member of the Academic Intervention Team.  Every week we have 

teachers share stories of students who are not progressing in reading and/or math.   I listen to them as they 



explain in detail the hours of interventions that have been attempted with very little, if any, progress.  Many of 

the students brought to the team are hard-working students who desperately want to learn.  Recently a 2nd 

grade teacher told me: “There are always a handful of students in my class each year who present some 

type of dyslexic behavior- there is no way to support them.  I am frustrated and sad.” Both General 

education and Special education teachers crave a better understanding of how they can provide the best, 

most effective interventions for these hard working students.  They are frustrated with the lack of 

understanding and guidance they can provide parents.  In my school alone, that could be as many as 80 

children, yet not one student has a Dyslexia diagnosis, most likely this is because of the barriers and 

obstacles of our system.  These children and their families depend on us to open doors of opportunity, and 

close the education opportunity gap. 

~ School Nurse, St Paul, MN Legislative District 64 

 

I am a Minnesota licensed teacher, a Master Coach for the MN Reading Corps, a Coach for the MN Dyslexia 

Institute (Rochester, MN), and also the mother of a dyslexic child.  As a mother of a dyslexic child, the school 

years were a huge struggle not only for my son but also for me.  Here I was a licensed teacher, and I did not 

know how to help my child.   Even though he was receiving Special Education services, it did not provide the 

type of education he needed to improve his skills.  Work was dumbed-down for him, even though he is very 

intelligent.  I felt like a failure to my son, and he felt like he was stupid.  I found out about the Dyslexia Institute 

/ Reading Center and enrolled myself in their classes.  I was amazed at the education and training I received!  

I also realized why I had never been able to help my son – I was not using the correct approach he needed in 

order to learn how to read and write.   None of us teachers have had training in this approach to help children 

with dyslexia through teacher training in college.  In the College courses I am currently taking at the graduate 

level for reading instruction, I have not received any instruction to help kids with dyslexia.  This infuriates me!  

Dyslexia affects 20% of our population's ability to learn to READ! 

~ Teacher, Rochester, MN Legislative District 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


