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 Good morning, Madam Chair and members. My name is Bharti Wahi and I’m the executive 
director of Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota. Thank you for this opportunity to testify 
today on the HHS budget. 
 

 At CDF, we pay particular attention to the needs of children who face a steeper ladder to 
success, including children living in families that can’t afford basic needs and children of 
color and American Indian children. We believe we have a moral and economic imperative 
to ensure that every child in every corner of our state has the resources and opportunities 
needed to reach his or her full potential. With smart policy and investments, we also believe 
it is possible.  
 

 My remarks today will highlight just two topics: child care and the Minnesota Family 
Investment Program. 
 

1.) Child Care  
 

 CDF-MN has been a long-time proponent of affordable, accessible, and high-quality child 
care. That’s because we know it is a two-generation approach to family economic security: 
it gives parents the resources they need to go to work and move their families forward now 
while setting children up for future success. 
 

 We are deeply disappointed that despite the growing recognition that child care is in crisis – 
and the importance of Child Care Assistance in addressing our affordable child care 
challenge –  that this budget does not include bipartisan proposals introduced this session 
that would serve more families through the Child Care Assistance Program or update 
eroding provider reimbursement rates.  

 

 As it currently stands, we have a 5,000+ family wait list for Basic Sliding Fee CCAP and 
without new funding to serve more families, 1,500 fewer program slots will be available by 
2021 due to inflation. 
 

 Meanwhile, the current reimbursement rate does not cover the majority of provider prices 
in Minnesota, making it more and more difficult for providers to keep their doors open to 
CCAP families and limiting families’ choice of affordable providers in their area.  



 
 

 Similarly, we are disappointed that this budget doesn’t include the bipartisan proposal to 
align CCAP with the federal, family-friendly child care guidelines that would bring greater 
stability to the lives of children, parents, and providers alike.  
 

 These provisions have had strong support on both sides of the aisle and from Governor 
Dayton, and would increase stability and consistency in the lives of children accessing the 
program, not to mention the providers that serve them.  
 
 

2.) MFIP 
 

 With regard to the Minnesota Family Investment Program, we appreciate that this proposal 
includes an increase to the cash grant. 
 

 The current cash grant, even when combined with the food portion, leaves a family of three 
at about 58 percent of poverty.  
 

 As this committee knows, poverty, especially in early childhood, is correlated with poor 
childhood and adulthood outcomes – resulting in additional long-term, costs to the state for 
remedial services. 
 

 We hope that as session unfolds, lawmakers will further expand the grant to better reflect 
the cost of living and backfill any TANF dollars used to finance an increase so that programs 
relying on these funds can continue their work serving low-income families. 
 

3.) Conclusion 
 

 In conclusion, we ask you to remember this session that our future prosperity will depend 
upon the health and well-being of each child and family in every corner of our state.   
 

 We look forward to working with you as we strive to ensure that every Minnesota child has 
a strong start in life. Thank you for your time. 

 
 


