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ISSUE:   Bonding Request: I-694/Rice Street Interchange Design and Environmental Assessment 

Update- $2,000,000.00 (Total Project $26M) 

 

During planning for expansion of this segment of I-694, in the late 1990s, a concept was developed for a 

partial cloverleaf interchange at Rice Street to accommodate an additional general-purpose lane to the 

west and to interface with the "Unweave the Weave" project at the I-694/I-35E interchange.  In light of 

more recent traffic projections, this proposal would explore "smaller and "smarter" interchange designs.  

When completed, the interchange would provide enhanced levels of service and safety to complement the 

planned general-purpose lane construction on I-694, which is now scheduled for 2016. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT:  The estimated cost to complete the design study, update the Environmental 

Assessment, and complete the final design is $2.25 Million.  The proposed project would direct efforts to 

implement highway safety and capacity improvements that would alleviate the 5+ hours of congestion 

that now exist on this segment of I-694.  The cost of this congestion is roughly $8 Million per year.  The 

construction of the approximately $18 Million interchange would employ approximately 1,000 workers 

over a one to two-year period.   Assuming a life span of 50 years for the proposed interchange, combined 

with the congestion relief provided by the dynamic shoulder project, the region could expect 

approximately $11 Million in benefits per year per $1 Million spent on construction.   

 

IMPACT ON RAMSEY COUNTY ECONOMIC PROSPERITY GOAL:  The segment of I-694 that 

is served by this  interchange experiences over six hours of congestion daily, impeding access to the 

approximately 20,000 jobs that are located within one mile of the corridor.  The I-694 corridor is also the 

designated route for freight traveling into, out of, and through the region to bypass I-94 between St. Paul 

and Minneapolis.  In this function, it carries over 10,000 heavy trucks per day.  In addition to serving 

vehicular traffic in this critical economic corridor, the interchange would add bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities to serve non-motorized travel, serving the regional bikeway network. 

 

PROPONENTS:  The Minnesota Department of transportation, the Cities of Little Canada, Shoreview, 

and Vadnais Heights, and Ramsey County. 

 

OPPONENTS:   None known. 

 

DEPARTMENT CONTACT:  James E. Tolaas, Director of Public Works/County Engineer, Phone 651-

266-7116, E-mail: james.tolaas@co.ramsey.mn.us 
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