
 

Donor Registration Paired with 
Hunting and Fishing Licenses 

 
 
The Need: Raising Minnesota’s Donation Rate 
More than 3,000 men, women, and children in Minnesota are waiting for a life-saving transplant. In 
2015, about 700 Minnesota residents were transplant recipients. The remaining people in need 
continue to wait or unfortunately died waiting.  
 
Raising Minnesota’s donation rate by creating more opportunities to say “yes” to donation can help. 
 
The Opportunity: Donor Registration on DNR Licenses 
Coupling donor registration with hunting and fishing is a new opportunity to encourage more people 
to authorize donation.  

 Hunting and fishing licenses are renewed annually, whereas driver’s licenses and 
identification cards — the current primary means to register as a donor — are renewed only 
once every four years.  

 Men are on average 10 percent less likely than women to register as donors. Men also make 
up more than 80 percent of those who hunt and fish.  

 Minnesota would be the first state in the country to implement this policy, which could prove 
to be a national model.  

 
The Process: Collaboration  
LifeSource is working closely with Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to develop and 
implement this program.  
 
People obtaining hunting or fishing licenses online through the DNR website will be given the 
opportunity to affirm their wish to be a donor.  
 
Costs for development of the program, including technology infrastructure, may be funded by the 
existing State of Minnesota “$2 and You” check-off program. 
 
 
 
About LifeSource 
LifeSource is the nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives through organ and tissue donation 
in the Upper Midwest, serving the nearly 7 million people who live in communities across Minnesota, 
North Dakota, South Dakota and western Wisconsin. Headquartered in the Twin Cities, we have 
offices in Rochester, MN and Sioux Falls, SD with additional team members located in Duluth, MN; 
Grand Forks, Fargo and Bismarck, ND; and Rapid City, SD.  


